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for him, as one mourneth for his only son. They shall weep
bitterly for him, as one weepeth for his firstborn"
This belief in a Messianic " son of Joseph," which might be
more valuable if it could be accurately dated, is interesting
chiefly because it raises for the first time the question of a
suffering Messiah, which is so important and has been so much
discussed in connexion with the Christian interpretation of
the death of Jesus.1 But the son of Joseph or Ephraim of
whom the Talmud speaks 2 was not really a suffering Messiah
in the strict sense; he was to die in battle, which is quite a
different matter. Students have long been divided on the
subject, some maintaining that Jesus' contemporaries were
already quite convinced of the possible, or even the inevitable,
suffering and death in store for the Messiah, while others deny
it.3 The evidence seems to favour the second view.
This is not the place to go into the question in detail, but
it may be worth considering the passage which the partisans
of the theory that the Messiah was destined to suffer consider
decisive, namely chapters lii. and liii. of Deutero-Isaiah,4 which
deal with the Servant of Jahweh (Ebed-Jahweh). It is easy to
imagine the relief with which Christians faced with the task
of removing the stumbling-block of the Cross (1 Cor. i. 23), a task
which could only be accomplished by proving that, according
to the Scriptures themselves, Jesus, the Messiah, had to suffer
agony and death in order to take away the sins of the world,
must have welcomed the discovery of the following passage
(Isa. liii. Bff.):
He was despised and rejected of men,
A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
And we hid as it were our faces from him ;
He was despised, and we esteemed Mm not.
4.    Surely he hath borne our griefs,
And carried our sorrows :
Yet we did esteem him stricken,
Smitten of God, and afflicted.
1 Dalman, Der leidende und der sterbende Messias der Synagoge in
ersten nachchristlichen Jahrtausend, Berlin, 1888; CCLXXV, 236jgf. ;
LXXV, ii, 55S ff. ; II, 386.
2CCCV, ii, 2T3 ff., 363 ff.
3	Bibliography in Goguel, Jesus de Nazareth, Paris, 1925, 199, n. 2,
and in Odeberg, III Enoch, or the Hebrew Book of Enoch, Cambridge, 1928,
144, n. 5, who would like to see in the suffering Messiah the figure of Bar-
Coehba, who was overthrown in Hadrian's reign, after a period of
triumph.
4	On this passage see CCXXm, 64 ff.t 102 ff., 122 ff.; CCUX 316 ff.,
337.
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